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I.  GENERAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

Keahuolū Courthouse will be impaneling the Grand Jury on January 8, 2021. Our 

goal is to emphasize on health and safety for all prospective Grand Jury jurors.   

Having augmented our existing cleaning and sanitizing routines in all of our 

public areas, and having put into place deliberate social distancing steps 

throughout the courthouse, we feel confident that prospective Grand Jury jurors 

will feel comfortable coming to Keahuolū Courthouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II.  GRAND JURY 2021 JURY SELECTION PROCESS 

A.  PRE-TRIAL CONTACT WITH POTENTIAL JURORS: 

• A pre-qualifying questionnaire will be mailed on November 18, 2020 

requesting that the prospective Grand Jurors respond no later than 

November 30, 2020. (see Attachment A) 

o The pre-qualifying questionnaire will give us a fairly accurate 

estimate of the number of Grand Jury summons we will need to 

send out for each division.  

Exterior and Interior 6 foot distance spacing 
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• A Grand Jury Summons will be mailed on December 4, 2020 (see 

Attachment B). 

• A COVID-19 flyer (see Attachment C) will be included with the Grand Jury 

Summons directing all potential Grand Jury  jurors to reschedule their 

jury service if any of the following apply to them:   

1. Have a fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, or 

other symptoms of respiratory illness.  

2. Have had close contact with a person who has or is suspected to 

have COVID-19.   

3. Have traveled interisland and 14 days has not passed since such 

travel, except if the person (a) satisfies the negative test exception 

to the mandatory 14-day quarantine, or (b) satisfies the post-arrival 

test requirements during the 14-day self-quarantine as set forth by 

the County of Hawai‘i, subject to any subsequent interisland travel 

restrictions imposed through Statewide or County emergency 

orders, rules, or proclamations.  

4. Have traveled outside of Hawai‘i in the past 14 days and have not 

satisfied the negative test exception to the mandatory 14-day 

quarantine and the post-arrival test requirements as set forth by 

the County of Hawai‘i, subject to any subsequent out-of-state 

travel restrictions imposed through Statewide or County 

emergency orders, rules, or proclamations. 

B.  REPORTING TO THE COURTHOUSE: 

• Grand Jury impaneling is different from jury trial jury selection as it is 

done in one day. Potential Grand Jury jurors will report to Keahuolū 

Courthouse at 9:00am on January 8, 2021; they will report to Hale 

Kaulike on January 6, 2021 and January 7, 2021. 

• Prospective jurors will enter through the building’s main entrance. Floor 

and ground markings are used to maintain social distancing . 
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• Temperature checks will be administered at the front entrance via 

touchless temperature kiosks 

• G4S security staff will be stationed at the entrance of the building. The 

security staff will ask each prospective juror the following questions 

before they are allowed to enter the building:  

1.   Are you experiencing? 

  A COUGH  

 SHORTNESS OF BREATH  

 DIFFICULTY BREATHING  

1a.  Or Are you experiencing at least two of the following:  

 FEVER  

 CHILLS  

 REPEATED SHAKING WITH CHILLS  

 MUSCLE PAIN  

 HEADACHE  

 SORE THROAT  

 NEW LOSS OF TASTE OR SMELL  

2.  Have you had close contact with a person who has or is 

              suspected to have COVID-19?  

3.  Have you TRAVELED INTERISLAND and 14 days has not  

              passed since such travel? 

4.  Have you traveled interisland and 14 days has not passed    

since such travel, except if the person (a) satisfies the 

negative test exception to the mandatory 14-day 

quarantine, or (b) satisfies the post-arrival test 

requirements during the 14-day self-quarantine as set forth 

by the County of Hawai‘i, subject to any subsequent 

interisland travel restrictions imposed through Statewide or 

County emergency orders, rules, or proclamations? 

5.  Have you traveled outside of Hawai‘i in the past 14 days 

              and have not satisfied the negative test exception to the 
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             mandatory 14-day quarantine and the post-arrival test 

             requirements as set forth by the County of Hawai‘i, subject 

             to any subsequent out-of-state travel restrictions imposed 

             through Statewide or County emergency orders, rules, or  

             proclamations? 

Any prospective juror that answers “yes” to any of the 

above questions will be excused and not allowed into 

the building. Security staff will keep a log of which 

jurors were excused based on the COVID screening 

questions, this information will be forwarded to the jury 

clerk. 

• Disposable face masks will be provided for any juror who does not arrive 

with their own. Disposable gloves will be available upon request. 

• Prospective jurors will be required to wear masks at all times. 

• As prospective jurors enter the building, they will have the option to use 

the elevators or the stairs to reach the third floor. All Public elevators 

have been supplied with disposable disinfecting wipes, and are restricted 

to an occupancy limit of two people.                                                                              

• Hand sanitizer units are available on every floor of the courthouse, and at 

the entrance of the Jury Assembly Room.  
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C.  JUROR CHECK-IN AND ORIENTATION: 

• Prior to entering the Juror Assembly room – potential Grand Jury jurors 

will line up to along the Jury Hallway where social distancing measures 

are in place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Chairs will be provided for prospective 

Grand Jury jurors in the Jury Assembly room 

– these chairs are spaced 6 feet apart to allow 

for social distancing. Wipe down and 

sanitation will be done between uses. 

• Capacity for the Jury Assembly room is 

approximately 22 prospective jurors with 6ft distancing between chairs. 

• If overflow locations are necessary: 

 Jury Assembly Entrance 

Jury Assembly Hallway – seats are 
spaced or closed off for social distancing 

Seats have 6 foot 
circumference spacing 
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o Capacity for Courtroom 3B is 

approximately 14 prospective jurors 

with 6ft distancing between seats. 

o Capacity for Courtroom 2B is 

approximately 17 prospective jurors    

with 6ft distancing between seats. 

• Once check-in is completed a list of available 

jurors will be created and distributed 

accordingly.  

 D.  VOIR DIRE 

• If the overflow is necessary we will connect 

the locations via a large screen TV equipped 

with a camera and a microphone. A video 

conference will be established between the 

Courtroom and the Jury Assembly room so 

that the court and all prospective jurors can 

see and hear each other throughout the 

proceedings.  

• The Court will conduct general 

qualifications examinations with the 

prospective jurors in both locations 

simultaneously, utilizing (2) Large 

screen TVs. (Jurors will be instructed 

to inform the court immediately if they begin to feel symptoms of 

fever, chills, muscle pain, sore throat, shortness of breath, cough, 

difficulty breathing or loss of taste or smell.) 
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o Depending on the length of time selection takes, we may need to 

take a lunch break prior to the completion of this step.    

• Laminated indicators will be used to assign the seats in the Courtroom 

with numbers from 1 to 12 and Alternate 1 and 2. Randomly selected 

prospective jurors will be called to fill the numbered seats in lieu of being 

seated in the jury box. During this process, some individuals may need to 

switch seats with each other. Each time an individual vacates a seat, that 

seat will be wiped and sanitized before further use.  

• Once all 12 numbered seats have been filled with randomly selected 

jurors, voir dire and selection will commence. If a juror is excused, a new 

name will be selected at random from among the panel seated in the Jury 

Assembly room. The excused juror’s seat will be sanitized, and the new 

juror will be escorted to the Courtroom to take that seat.  

• Once the selected Grand Jurors have been sworn in, the remaining 

prospective jurors will be excused. 

o Lester Oshiro will explain the Grand Jury process to the impaneled 

group. 

o  Aiyanna Wainwright will create a Grand Jury directory with the 

contact information of those impaneled. 

o Judge Kim will select the foreperson, vice-foreperson and 

secretary from the impaneled group, these designations will be 

noted in the directory. 
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ATTACHMENT A  
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Keahuolū Courthouse is proposing to resume jury trials with an emphasis on 

health and safety.  We have been augmenting our existing cleaning and sanitizing 

routines in all of our public areas, and have put into place deliberate social 

distancing steps throughout the courthouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II.  JURY SELECTION 

A.  PRE-TRIAL CONTACT WITH POTENTIAL JURORS: 

• A jury summons will be sent out to prospective jurors. Prospective jurors 

will be requested to report over multiple dates and times. Smaller jury 

pools over multiple days will help us maintain proper social distancing 

(see Attachment A).  

• A flyer (see Attachment B) will be included in each jury summons 

directing all potential jurors to reschedule their jury service if any of the 

following apply to them:   

1. Have a fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty    breathing, or other 

symptoms of respiratory illness.  

Exterior and Interior 6 foot distance spacing 
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2. Have had close prolonged contact with a person who has or is suspected to 

have COVID-19.  

3. Have traveled interisland and 14 days has not passed since such travel.  

4. Have traveled outside of Hawaii in the past 14 days and have not satisfied 

the negative test exception to the mandatory 14-day quarantine and the 

post-arrival test requirements as set forth by the County of Hawaii.  

B.  REPORTING TO THE COURTHOUSE: 

• In order to proceed with health and safety in mind we will be utilizing a 

smaller pool of prospective jurors, or, when necessary, splitting a larger 

pool into smaller groups (approximately 20-36) which will report over 

the course of several days.  By implementing this process we can control 

the environment and limit exposure to prospective jurors, attorneys, 

defendants and court staff. Below are our proposed steps for 

implementation. 

• Prospective jurors will enter through the building’s main entrance. Floor 

and ground markings are used to maintain social distancing and an 

additional screening point has been added to the standard security 

protocol.  

• Temperature checks will be administered at the front entrance via 

touchless temperature kiosks 

• G4S security staff will be stationed at the entrance of the building. The 

security staff will ask each prospective juror the following questions 

before they are allowed to enter the building:  

1.   Are you experiencing? 

  A COUGH  

 SHORTNESS OF BREATH  

 DIFFICULTY BREATHING  

1a.  Or Are you experiencing at least two of the following:  

 FEVER  
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 CHILLS  

 REPEATED SHAKING WITH CHILLS  

 MUSCLE PAIN  

 HEADACHE  

 SORE THROAT  

 NEW LOSS OF TASTE OR SMELL  

2.  Have you had PROLONGED CONTACT with someone who            

              HAS or IS SUSPECTED TO HAVE COVID-19? 

3.  Have you TRAVELED INTERISLAND and 14 days has not  

              passed since such travel? 

4.  Have you TRAVELED OUTSIDE OF HAWAI’I IN THE PAST 14 

               DAYS and have not yet satisfied the negative test exception  

               to the mandatory 14-day quarantine and the post-arrival  

               test requirements as set forth by the County of Hawai’i.  

5.  Anyone who has done so is subject to the 14-day self- 

              quarantine mandate required by Gov. Ige’s Fourteenth 

              Proclamation, and may not enter Judiciary Facilities for the 

              duration of their self-quarantine period. 

• Any prospective juror that answers “yes” to any of the above questions 

will be excused and not allowed into the building. Security staff will keep 

a log of which jurors were excused based on the COVID screening 

questions. Excused jurors will be placed back into the jury pool for 

possible selection at a later time.   

• Disposable face masks will be provided for any juror who does not arrive 

with their own. Disposable gloves will be available upon request. 

• Prospective jurors will be required to wear masks at all times. 

 

• As prospective jurors enter the building, they will have the option to use 

the elevators or the stairs to reach the third floor. All Public elevators 
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have been supplied with disposable disinfecting wipes, and are restricted 

to an occupancy limit of two people.                                                                              

• Hand sanitizer units are available on every floor of the courthouse, and at 

the entrance of the Jury Assembly Room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.  JUROR CHECK-IN AND ORIENTATION: 
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• Jurors will line up to 

along the Jury Hallway 

where social distancing 

measures are in place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Chairs will be provided for prospective jurors in the Jury Assembly room 

– these chairs are spaced 6 feet apart to 

allow for social distancing. Wipe down and 

sanitation will be done between uses. 

 Jury Assembly Entrance 

Jury Assembly Hallway – seats are 
spaced or closed off for social distancing 

Seats have 6 foot 
circumference spacing 
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• Capacity for the Jury Assembly room is approximately 22 prospective 

jurors with 6ft distancing between chairs. 

• Capacity for Courtroom 3B is approximately 14 prospective jurors – 

Capacity for Courtroom 2B is approximately 17 prospective jurors -    

with 6ft distancing between seats. 

 

 

 

 

 D.  VOIR DIRE 

• A large screen TV will be placed in the Jury Assembly room with a camera 

and a microphone. A video conference will be established between the 

Courtroom and the Jury Assembly room so that the court and all 

prospective jurors can see and hear each other throughout the 

proceedings.  

• Beginning on the first day of 

selection, prospective jurors will fill the 

Jury Assembly room and the 

Courtroom. Utilizing the video 

conference, the Court will 

conduct general qualifications 

examinations with the 



Keahuolū Courthouse Proposed Health & Safety Practices to Resume Jury Trials 
 

6/4/20 Page 9 
 

prospective jurors in both locations 

simultaneously, utilizing (2) Large screen 

TVs. (Jurors will be instructed to 

inform the court immediately if they 

begin to feel symptoms of fever, chills, 

muscle pain, sore throat, shortness of 

breath, cough, difficulty breathing or 

loss of taste or smell.) 

 

• Those not excused from service will be released until instructed to return. 

Depending on the size of the panel, groups of up to 34 (the 

capacity of the Jury Assembly room plus the Courtroom 

minus two) will be called back at separate times to complete 

voir dire and jury selection.     

• Laminated indicators will be used to assign the seats in 

the Courtroom with numbers from 1 to 12 and Alternate 1 

and 2. Randomly selected prospective jurors will be called 

to fill the numbered seats in lieu of being seated in the jury 

box. During this process, some individuals may need to 

switch seats with each other. Each time an individual 

vacates a seat, that seat will be wiped and sanitized before further use.  

• Once all 12 numbered seats have been filled with randomly selected 

jurors, voir dire and selection will commence. If a juror is excused, a new 

name will be selected at random from among the panel seated in the Jury 

Assembly room. The excused juror’s seat will be sanitized, and the new 

juror will be escorted to the Courtroom to take that seat.  

III.  TRIAL 

• After a jury of 12 and 2 alternates has been selected, the remainder of the 

panel will be excused. (The court will check-in with jurors upon 
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returning from lunch regarding symptoms of fever, chills, muscle 

pain, sore throat, shortness of breath, cough, difficulty breathing or 

loss of taste or smell.) The Jury Assembly Room will be utilized for 

deliberations. 

A.  HOURS  

• Trial will be held in Courtroom 2B from 8:30am to 1:00pm with two breaks. 

During breaks, the jury will be taken to the Jury Assembly Room which will 

permit jurors to maintain 6-foot distancing. 

B.  COURTROOM SET-UP FOR TRIAL  

• Counsel tables will be rotated to face each other (perpendicular to the 

gallery)  

• Parties and counsel seated at each counsel table will maintain 6-foot 

separation from each other. 

• The lectern and the microphone will be wiped down and sanitized between 

each use by counsel. 

• Water will no longer be provided by the court; counsel and parties should 

bring their own water to the courtroom. 

• Jurors will be in assigned numbered seats with social distancing. The gallery 

shall serve as the Jury Box. 

C.  OPENING AND CLOSING ARGUMENTS   

• The lectern will be placed facing the 

jurors seated in gallery. 

• The attorney will stand with their 

back to the court while facing the 

jurors seated in gallery. 
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• The attorney will be required to wear a face mask. 

D.  WITNESS EXAMINATION  

1.  Witness and Attorney: 

o The attorney will stand next to the lectern which will be placed 

perpendicular to the witness stand and to the jurors seated in gallery. 

o The attorney will be required to wear a face mask. 

o The witness will not wear a face mask or face shield while testifying. 

Plexiglass will be placed around the witness stand to protect others in 

the courtroom, and social distancing will be maintained. 

o Disposable gloves, hand sanitizer and wipes will be placed next to the 

witness stand. After a witness’ 

testimony is complete, the court 

staff will wipe down the 

microphone, the desk surface of the 

witness stand and witness chair 

(armrests, seat cushion, and 

backrest). 

o If a case requires the need for a witness to attempt to identify a 

defendant in a criminal case, all those present in the courtroom will be 

asked to briefly remove any face covering. 

2.  Jurors’ View 

o The existing JAVS system and (2) large TV screens will display views 

of attorneys and witnesses for the jurors. 

E.  EXHIBITS  
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• Paper exhibits, unless oversized, must be presented digitally using the ELMO  

with our existing JAVS system. Counsel will not be permitted to approach the 

witness stand unless absolutely necessary and with permission of the court. 

G.  DISPLAY OF EVIDENCE  

• Jurors will see evidence displayed on the existing JAVS system and 

(2) large TV screens. 

H.  SIDEBAR  

• If needed, sidebars will be conducted utilizing plexiglass barriers 

and  “white noise” will be engaged to prevent jurors from 

overhearing the conversation. 

I.     PUBLIC VIEWING / OVERFLOW ROOM  

• Those seated in the “overflow courtroom” will be able to see and 

hear the trial via large monitors. 

• Those seated in overflow courtroom will have the same view in 

the courtroom. 

• Should a Defendant’s family member request to be present in the 

trial courtroom (and not the overflow courtroom), defense counsel 

must notify the court at least three days in advance of trial. Every 

effort will be made to accommodate such a request, taking into 

consideration security concerns and social distancing guidelines. 

IV.  JURY DELIBERATIONS 

• The jury will deliberate in Jury Assembly Room, with the window to the Jury 

Hallway door darkened. The court will arrange chairs in the well of the room,  

at least 6 feet apart, so that the jurors can face each other during 

deliberations as illustrated in the chart below. The court will require counsel, 
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to the extent possible, to provide to the court all admitted exhibits , so the 

jurors will have the ability to view the admitted exhibits while deliberating. 

• Boxes will be provided for jurors to place their binders and notes. Jurors will 

be instructed to touch only their binders and notes when placing them in the 

box; staff will be instructed to touch only the boxes when securing them in 

the evidence room. Staff will wear gloves when handling juror boxes.  

• At the end of each day, jurors will take all of their PPE and other personal 

effects home with them. Upon return each day, staff will provide jurors with 

new PPE if necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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